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When, in 1994, the European Society of Clinical 
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases decided, albeit 
undng ly ,  to establish a new journal to replace The 
European Journal oj- Clinical Microbiology and Infectious 
Diseases as its offical publication, the matter of a 
publisher to join us in the new venture was widely 
discussed. Brian Decker, both as an individual and as 
head of Decker Periodicals, was interested in the project, 
and in conjunction with Jacques Acar, the newly 
appointed Editor-in-Chief, worked up a proposal for a 
partnership. Decker Europe was subsequently estab- 
lished, initially in Paris and finally in London, headed 
by Vivienne Oakes. 
It is my great pleasure to acknowledge Vivienne’s 
central role in turning a venture that seemed at times 
almost impossibly dEicult to sustain, into one that 
became increasingly successful. She has established 
lasting relationships with all of us involved in producing 
the journal, helping us to deal with the problems arising 
fiom the diversity of any European venture. She has 
taught us many things and has ensured, month by 
month, that we have a finished product of which we 
can be proud. 
The Contract between Decker Europe and the 
Society comes to an end with the final issue of Volume 
5, December 1999, and we move into the new 
millenium with a new publisher. That there was con- 
siderable competition for this contract within the 
publishing community is an indication of OUT achieve- 
ments. At the end of an exhaustive process of selection, 
the contract was established with Blackwell Science, 
with whom we will be working to produce CMI for 
2000 and onwards. We anticipate continued success 
within the medical academic world at large, and expect 
to maintain our profile both on library shelves and on 
the virtual shelves implied by electronic publication. 
We hope for the good relations with our next publisher 
that have marked our initial period, characterized by 
the relationship between Vivienne and our editorial 
board and by her personal attention to our authors. 
Finally, we look forward to the maturing of those plans 
for the hture that led us to choose Blackwell Science 
to publish our Journal for the next five years. 
Ian Phillips 
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